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       Tolerance 

Are Americans taking full advantage of their freedom of speech? Renowned speech and 

screenwriter, Jon Lovett, examines the voices of society in his article, “The Culture of Shut Up”. 

He illustrates how society is full of pointless “noise.” So many people have opinions and remarks 

to make and many of them are ignorant and hard to peacefully tolerate. Everyone deserves to be 

heard, even people with “wrong” opinions. Americans need to learn how to combat bad ideas 

with a response rather than the people whom posses them.  Lovett effectively helps his audience 

understand and trust his solution, to tune the ignorant rhetoric of society out. He then motivates 

readers to learn how to intelligently contribute to the national conversation.  

The reason Lovett’s article is so convincing is due to his use of common, understandable 

language. He uses an extended analogy to logically make his point with the readers. The analogy 

took place in a village consisting of three green elders, and purple average villagers. The green 

elders were the only ones in the village with the freedom of speech. They were the only voices 

heard and the only opinions taken into account. Lovett describes how if you are a green villager 

you simply, “hoped that one of the three elders who could speak would make the argument you 

wanted to make” (Lovett 27).  Lovett uses this part of the analogy to make readers understand 

how important it is for everyone to have an equal voice in society. The analogy then goes on to 

explain how the green villagers find a rock to write on, enabling them to have a voice. The 

villagers do not always use their new means of communication in efficient ways, in fact, a lot of 

ignorant quarrels start to erupt between them. Lovett so cleverly and simply makes the point that 

even though sometimes the words you want to hear do not come out of people’s mouths, they 
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still have just as much of a right to speak as everyone else. This analogy helps take a complex 

topic and simplify it into something that Lovett’s audience can decipher.  

Not only does Lovett write with a logical tone, he also writes with an authoritative tone, 

creating a feeling of trust with the audience. He lays the foundation of his authority by making it 

known to his audience that he previously worked for Hillary Clinton and Barack Obama. 

Promptly after this he makes a pass at Obama calling him “our first foreign born president,” 

(Lovett 29). Making a joke about the leader of the free world, Obama, establishes a cocky tone, 

another reason to make the audience believe that Lovett knows what he is talking about. By 

belittling those Americans who voice their “wrong” opinions, he makes it seem as if he is wiser 

and superior to them. Lovett proclaims, “that there are people who believe stupid, irrational, 

hateful things about other people,” (31). This tone of confidence, credibility, and authority makes 

it easy for readers to trust and be confident in his stance and suggestions.  

In addition to logically explaining the issue and creating a level of trust, Lovett also 

implicates a feeling of irritation or even anger in order to motivate readers. By pointing out the 

flaws in our “society’s voice”, readers are reminded of the immense ignorance of this age. “Bill 

is a faggot communist,” and “Anyone who shops at Mary’s boutique is a racist,” are a few 

infuriating examples of the ignorant comments people tend to make (Lovett 28). If those 

comments were not enough to get readers irritated with the unintelligent noise of society, Lovett 

then brings up numerous controversial cases of people society has told to shut up. Paula Deen, 

Stephen Colbert, Alec Baldwin, and the Duck Dynasty star, Phil Robertson, to name a few, all 

spoke ignorantly, offensively, and enraged Americans. By using these examples and names, 

Lovett gets his readers provoked and perfectly depicts how our society is quick to become angry 
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and fight over meaningless objectives, wasting precious speech. For readers, this is definitely 

enough to spark a fire, create motivation, and leave a yearning to change the way speech is used.  

Lovett clearly helps his audience understand the issue, instills anger about the issue, and 

then provides a smart solution that the audience can trust. Using an extended analogy, the 

problem with society’s noise is simple to understand. Lovett makes sure to establish his tone and 

includes sentiments that will help the audience deem him credible and trustworthy. Finally with 

his use of effective examples and quotes, Lovett creates a feeling of irritation that yielded a 

powerful call to action.  After reading this article, it is clearly explained how to avoid taking 

one’s freedom of speech for granted. 
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