
Petty 1 

 

Abigail Petty 

11/18/16 

       Strengthening Cleveland’s Medical Community 

Cleveland draws in a great number of pre-med students with the aspirations of interning, 

learning, and/or working at The Cleveland Clinic one day. Now, with Case Western and 

Cleveland Clinic having a new health education building on the rise, there will no doubt be an 

even greater draw for aspiring doctors and medical professionals. The new health education 

center was proposed in 2013 and is currently still under construction on East 93rd and Euclid. 

The center will be for students from the Cleveland Clinic Lerner College of Medicine, Case 

Western School of Nursing, Case Western School of Dental Medicine, and the Frances Payne 

Bolton School of Nursing. The center will contain state of the art classrooms, labs and clinical 

spaces. The building will be a huge addition to the medical community in Cleveland. 

The population the center will draw in is not the only aspect of the project that will be 

massive, the building itself will take up 11 acres. Designed by London architect, Lord Norman 

Foster, the center will be 485,000 square feet and have four stories. The construction is being 

documented live and video progress of the construction can be viewed online at 

http://cwru-newmed.com/info/. The construction is expected to be complete in the summer of 2019. 

The student population after completion is expected to be 2,300 (the daily). The total cost is 

estimated at about $515 million, as it is one of the most costly construction projects in 

Cleveland’s history.  

 

http://cwru-newmed.com/info/
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The lump sum of the construction costs has required several different donors to get 

behind the project.  Some of those donors include: The Mount Sinai Healthcare Foundation, The 

Cleveland Foundation, Third Federal Bank/ Marc A. and Rhonda L. Stefanski Foundation, 

Timken Company Charitable Trust, Jack, Joeseph, and Morten Mandel Foundation, Medical 

Mutual of Ohio, Henry Schein Company, and the Keybank Foundation. There are also numerous 

community members whom have made donations including: Cleveland Clinic board member and 

Case Western alumni, Sam Miller, Eric and Sheila Samson, medical school alumni, Michael D. 

Eppig, MD and his wife Ruth, and Constance and James W. Brown whom dedicated their 

donation to medical school dean, Pamela B. Davis, who cured their granddaughter of cystic 

fibrosis. Many more contributions have been made, even some anonymously. As of 2015 the 

project had raised about $180 million and still continues to fundraise.  

Not only do donors get to be apart of a major development in the health education 

success in Cleveland, but some donors will have their names forever etched in the building’s 

history. For example: part of the donation from the Jack, Joeseph, and Morton Mandel 

Foundation will be used for the center’s new “Jack, Joeseph, and Morton Mandel Foundation 

Conference Center”. Third Federal Bank/ Marc A. and Rhonda L. Stefanski Foundation’s 

donation will be implemented in the first floor “Community Health Education” center. Many of 

the donors have allocated their money to go towards specific assets, like classrooms, technology, 

interprofessional education initiatives, to endow professorships, and more. Becoming a donor has 

allowed for people, foundations, and corporations, to help make history with one of Cleveland’s 

biggest strives in the healthcare community.  
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The Cleveland Clinic and Case Western Reserve University held a groundbreaking 

ceremony where they thanked all of their donors. The event had over 350 guests present. Since 

the groundbreaking, donors, students, and the community wait in anticipation for the new center. 

There seems to be a constant stream of updates from the Cleveland Clinic and Case Western as 

well as periodic mentionings from the local papers since its first announcement in 2013. With 

this prestigious center students will have greater opportunities, state of the art equipment, a 

chance to collaborate with the other institutes involved, and learn from Cleveland’s medical 

professionals, some of the best teachers in the nation.  
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