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Ohio Church Combatting International Clean Water Crisis 

 
Ohio’s own, Crossroads Community Church in Mansfield, is making impacts on the 

health of communities around the world. This May, the congregation raised over $45,000 

through an initiative called the Living Water Project, helping to provide clean and safe water to 

over 7,500 people.  

The church has partnered with three different international outreach ministries, one in 

Nepal, Guatemala, and Cambodia. The goal for the congregation was to raise $30,000, a goal the 

people of crossroads (over 2,500 members) met easily. The international ministries reached were 

Asia’s  Hope  in Batambang, Cambodia, GlobalLead  in Nepal, and Mission Impact  in Guatemala. 

Asia’s Hope  is able to build a water tower for their orphanage, GlobalLead  in Nepal is 

constructing new water wells for communities, and Mission  Impact  is able to make and install 

new water filtration systems throughout many Guatemalan villages, all because of the donations 

from Crossroads. The problem in these communities is not a lack of water, but a lack of clean, 

fresh water. People will die if they do not drink water, but also the water itself could kill them 

because of its contamination. Crossroad’s creative director, Lori Biddle said, “Perhaps the most 

simple physical need of man, is clean, germ free water. We take it SO for granted-”. At the 

church services on the weekend of May 14th, Gerber Perez, Guatemalan native and Mission 

Impact  leader in Santa Maria de Jesus, Guatemala, shared the struggles of clean water in his 
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communities. After the guest speaker shared the real life struggles of not having the basic 

necessity of water, many church members felt the same way as Biddle. 

Conserve-Energy-Future.com reports that over 15 million children a year die of diseases that are 

linked to water contamination and of the 70% of the Earth that is made up of water, only 2.5% is 

fresh water that can be drank without filtration. These staggering numbers are what Crossroads 

set out to change.  

Crossroad’s staff has made it clear that the idea behind the Living Water project was 

more than just combatting clean water shortages, but to spread the message of the living water of 

Jesus Christ through  the deliverance of literal clean water. To spread their message, Darlene 

Rudrick, the church’s GoMissions  coordinator, and Pastor Dave Vance preach the importance of 

working alongside the communities. Rudrick shares Mother Teresa’s notion that “ We think that 

poverty is only being hungry, naked and homeless.  The poverty of being unwanted, unloved and 

uncared for is the greatest poverty.”  That seems to be the principal goal of this project, not just 

to make a financial contribution, but to show their global partners that they are loved, cared for, 

and wanted in this world. The church’s mission statement is,"Leading People to the Truth that 

Transforms Lives in North Central Ohio and Around the World". They are striving and 

succeeding at transforming lives around the world with their Living Water program.  

The money donation is only the beginning of the contributions the church makes. There 

is a yearly trip to each location where teams from the church lend a hand to the ministries and 

their causes. On these trips, it is very common for the team members to even meet and preach to 

the families to whom they have provided clean water. The church has a “deep not wide” 
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philosophy; “Life change happens best in deep relationships. Going wide with broad 

brushstrokes only touches the surface of the issues.”, says Rudrick. Crossroads even had two 

members of the congregation living in Cambodia for a year to solidify their international 

partnership, offer hands-on assistance, and demonstrate their dedication to the organization and 

to their faith. While the church’s generosity could be spreading more help in locations 

worldwide, their goal instead is to form deeper relationships with the communities they already 

help.  

This coming winter, groups will be returning to Guatemala to help assemble water filters, 

fuel efficient stoves, pick coffee beans, and assist in a Christian girls school. Weeks later, a team 

will be going to Cambodia to assist their partner, Asia’s  Hope , in their orphanages (orphanages 

that the church also helped build and pay for). The church plans to dedicate the month of May, 

each year, to the clean water initiative and their global partners.  

Day to day many around the world in third world countries worry about where they will 

get their drinking water and whether or not it will make them sick or lead to death. While it is not 

a leading cause of death in this state, fellow Ohioans are making it their prerogative to change 

the water situation for their global partners. Anyone interested in the progress of the Living 

Water program can follow Crossroad’s mission blog online and watch the “Living Water” 

service podcast on Crossroadswired.com. 
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